
WWW.CAGLIERO.ORG.AU  Issue #35, August 02, 2018 
8 

 

 

 

www.cagliero.org.au 
      

 

Newsletter #35 
   

ARE YOU READY TO TAKE UP THE CHALLENGE?   

Thank you, Samoa! Once again, 
the immersion to Samoa has 
been a fantastic experience for all 
involved. As we were so often 
heard over in Samoa, it is easy to 
say hello but so hard to say 
goodbye. All members of our 
immersion team felt the full 
impact of this statement upon 
departure. See below for a 
detailed account of the 
immersion, feedback from the 
participants and some photos 
that capture the experience. We 
are so thankful to all, especially 
the Salesians in Samoa, who 
made the immersion such a 
success. Fa’afetai Lava!  

It is that time of year again when 
we start to publicise for and 
receive applications for the 
following year.  If you have ever 

thought about being a Cagliero 
volunteer, 2019 might the be year 
for you! We encourage you to get 
in touch and explore the 
possibilities.  

We have so many exciting new 
things happening in the Cagliero 
office. One of which is the 
exploration of Timor Leste as a 
possible placement country. This 
will take place in late August and 
we hope to send our first 
volunteers there in 2019 – could it 
be you???  

Many blessings wherever you 
may be in the world!  

Lauren and Romina xo 

 

 
 

 

Fa’afetai Samoa 
 

Cagliero Project  

Contact Details 

For more information the Director of the 
Cagliero Project, Lauren Hichaaba can be 
contacted at: lhichaaba@salesians.org.au 

or 03 9377 6000. 

Please visit our website: 
www.cagliero.org.au 

 

mailto:lhichaaba@salesians.org.au
http://www.cagliero.org.au/
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Our immersion group was 
comprised of young people from 
across our works in Australia. We 
were blown away by Samoan 
hospitality and welcome from the 
moment they stepped off the 
plane. Everyone was warmly 
welcomed in Leauva’a by their 
homestay families and the young 
people. The chance for an 
Australian young person to stay 
with a Samoan family is a unique 
and special experience and is cited 
by all participants as their favourite 
part of the immersion. The group 
also stayed with homestay families 
in Salelologa.  

The major purpose of the 
immersion is to give our Australian 
young people a genuine 
opportunity to encounter and learn 
about our Samoan young people. 
There were a number of activities 
in the program that allowed for this 
authentic encounter. In both 
Leauva’a and Salelologa we ran an 
activity day with the local youth. 

This 

included games, input 
and discussion. It was 
truly beautiful to see 
the engagement  

on both sides. In Alafua 
the group had another 
unique opportunity – 
to attend the ATS – the 
Samoan Youth Day. This event 
included parades, talks, mass, Siva 
(Samoan cultural performances) 
and games. It was an honour to be 
included in such a worthwhile 
event.  A major highlight for the 
group was a day spent in the 
classroom at Divine Mercy Primary 
School in Malololelei. The group 
had so much fun and it was 
inspiring to experience and 
participate in the wonderful work 
of the FMA sisters there. Needless 
to say, our group returned to 
Australia weary, satisfied, joyful 
yet sad.  

A massive thank you to all who 
made the immersion possible – in 

particular the young people in 
Samoa who welcomed us so well 
and a huge thank you to all the 
participants for putting up their 
hand to go! Fa’afetai Lava.  

We hope that the immersion was a 
worthwhile experience for all 
involved and that at some point in 
the future both young Australians 
and Samoans have a willingness to 
take up the call to be a long-term 
Salesian Mission Volunteer in the 
Cagliero Project!  

Check out the next page of our 
newsletters for photos of the 
experience. Our participants words 
below can best sum up the joy, the 
learning and the experience. 

 

 

Samoa Immersion 2018 
by Lauren Hichaaba 

 

In the words of our participants: 

On Culture….”The best thing I learned was about how important family is to them. It was something I had an idea about in 
my head but the trip really enhanced my understanding” 
 

“Everything about the culture was amazing but my favourite thing I learned about would have been the ceremonies and 
traditions like the kava ceremony. These were very interesting to learn about” 
 

” I learnt so much about Samoan culture. For example, no one in Samoa would go without food or a place to sleep because 
they value community and family so highly. They share and trade food to ensure they have everything they need. However, 
the best thing I learned about Samoan culture is the fact that they know how to love and have fun. They laugh, dance and 
sing with one another which is like nothing I have ever experienced before.” 
 

On the Salesians…. “This immersion has broadened my knowledge on the Salesians and Don Bosco. I now understand 
how big the Salesian network is and how it expands to numerous countries. I realise how significant the work is that they 
do.  It was a pleasant surprise to discover how valued Don Bosco is to many people outside of Australia” 
 

“From the immersion, I witnessed the unbelievable bonds and relationships the Salesians have formed with the Samoan 
communities, most importantly with the youth. The youth respect the Catholic priests and brothers so highly and are aware 
of how much they have done for them which is lovely to see” 
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Cagliero news… 

 

CAGLIERO APPLICATIONS 

Cagliero applications are closing on October 
15th, 2018 if you want to depart in January 
2019. Please visit www.cagliero.org.au to 
obtain a copy of the application.  

Please keep us updated with what is going on with you – we love to hear and share your news! 

SALESIAN MISSIONS MONTH 2018 

The 2018 Salesian Missions Day focuses on 
vocation and training centres in Asia. There are 
some great resources available to assist in 
celebrating the day.  

The Salesian Missions Month will take place 
from August 15th – September 15th, 2018. We 
invite you to look at some of the resources 
below as they highlight many of our Cagliero 
partners. During this month please keep all 
missionaries in your prayers.  

The resources can be found at the following 
link: 
 
http://www.sdb.org/en/missions/122-salesian-
mission-day/1404-smd-2018-salesian-
missionary-day-2018 
  

WELCOME HOME 

A massive welcome home to Jenelle and Linda 
who have spent the first half of this year in 
Zambia and the Solomon Islands respectively.  

Both women gave their all in their placements 
and we are so proud to have them as Cagliero 
volunteers. We are deeply appreciative of the 
time, energy and love they gave to their 
placement communities. 

We wish them luck for their future endeavors 
and welcome them to the illustrious group of 
Cagliero alumni. 

http://www.cagliero.org.au/
http://www.sdb.org/en/missions/122-salesian-mission-day/1404-smd-2018-salesian-missionary-day-2018
http://www.sdb.org/en/missions/122-salesian-mission-day/1404-smd-2018-salesian-missionary-day-2018
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