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Newsletter #25 
   

ARE YOU READY TO TAKE UP THE CHALLENGE?   

What an incredible year 2016 has 
been. It seems that is our 
sentiment every year around this 
time. 

We are so fortunate to work with 
such wonderful people who give of 
their time, skills and love so freely 
to young people in Asia and the 
Pacific.  

On the last weekend of November 
we concluded our first of two 
formation weekends for our new 
volunteers. Once again we are so 
impressed with the calibre of 
volunteers that we have received 
and cannot wait to see the 
incredible way that they 
contribute. Romina has written a 
great article introducing you to our 
new volunteers. 

There are also some photos below 
that capture some of the best 
moments of the year – our 
wonderful volunteers and our 

immersion group that travelled to 
Samoa. 

There is also some information 
below included in about the 2017 
Cagliero immersion that will take 
place in Cambodia. Once again we 
are very excited to return to 
Cambodia. 

A massive thank you as always to 
all of our volunteers and 
supporters. The Cagliero Project 
continues to thrive and it is 
because of YOU! 

Have an incredible Christmas and 
wonderful New Year. We hope you 
have time to rest and enjoy being 
with family.  

Many Blessings, 

Lauren  

 

 
 

 

Lauren and Romina 

Wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a 
Safe and Happy New Year!  

Merry Christmas!  
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After an inspiring weekend of 
formation at Safety Beach, the 
Cagliero Project is incredibly excited 
to introduce our new group of 
volunteers who will begin their work 
overseas in January 2017.  

Next year, we will be sending two 
wonderful volunteers to Samoa. 
Matt is a probation officer from New 
Zealand, with lots of experience 
working with young people from all 
walks of life. Matt is a member of our 
Salesian parish in Massey and having 
close personal and professional ties 
to the Samoan community in New 
Zealand, is incredibly enthusiastic 
about all that he will contribute and 
learn in the year ahead. He will be 
working as a teacher at Don Bosco 
Technical Centre in Alafua, teaching 
English and Religious Education.  

Our second volunteer in Samoa will 
be Stephanie, who comes from 
Sydney and currently works as an 
accountant. She will be living and 
working with the Salesian Sisters at 
Divine Mercy Primary School, 
Malololelei. She brings with her a 
wealth of skills and experience 
gained through working with 
children in her own parish and also 
through many trips to Vanuatu, 
participating in ongoing work on a 
primary school project. We are so 
thrilled to be able to continue our 
volunteer presence at Alafua during 
the 2017 school year, and to once 
again be supporting the Salesian 
Sisters in their work at Malololelei.  

The Cagliero Project is overjoyed to 
once again be supporting the 
Salesians in Cambodia during 2017. 
Madge will be placed at Don Bosco 
Technical School, Phnom Penh to 

work on the Project 
Development Office 
(PDO) for 12 months. 
With her past 
experience working 
for the Catholic 
Archdiocese of 
Adelaide, and more 
recently as CEO of 
Catherine House, 
Madge will bring new 
insight and many valuable skills to 
the development work in Phnom 
Penh, continuing a lot of the work 
that Kane has started at the school 
this year.  

Julia will also be working at Don 
Bosco Technical School in Phnom 
Penh for 12 months. She is an 
education student and a long time 
Don Bosco Camp and Salesian Youth 
Ministry participant and volunteer. 
Julia’s primary role will be teaching 
English ESL in the technical school, 
but will also be assisting in the day-
to-day tasks with the boarder 
students and the oratory. Julia’s 
energy and understanding of the 
Salesian charism will be an incredible 
addition to the community in Phnom 
Penh. Having previously visited the 
school through her participation in 
the 2015 Cagliero Immersion trip, 
Julia is no stranger to our program, 
or to Cambodia. 

Our final volunteer is Sam, who will 
also be working at DBTS Phnom 
Penh. Sam comes from an extensive 
background in child protection and 
support work, and will be working on 
the new kindergarten project which 
has recently been set up in Phnom 
Penh. Sam is a dedicated mother of 
four children and is excited about 
bringing her professional skills and 

also her life experiences to the work 
she will do during her 6 month 
placement in Cambodia.  

Our first formation weekend was a 
fantastic success, as it allowed for us 
to form a sense of community 
among our incredibly diverse group 
of volunteers for 2017. The 
volunteers gained a better 
understanding of the Cagliero 
Project and the Salesian spirituality, 
while we in turn were able to get to 
know each of them really well.  

One of the best parts of our 
formation program is that we invite 
our past volunteers to come back 
and share parts of their experience 
with us. This time we were lucky 
enough to hear from Declan, Lil and 
Christine, all of whom spoke with 
great passion and insight. We are so 
appreciative of the time given by our 
past volunteers, who continue to 
support the Cagliero family with 
their ongoing presence and 
mentorship. 

We are so impressed and truly 
humbled by the talents that our new 
volunteers are bringing to the 
Cagliero Project in 2017. We know 
that their enthusiasm and 
commitment to sharing in the lives 
of young people will be well received 

in both Cambodia and Samoa. 

Our New Volunteers! 
by Romina Martiniello  
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Remembering 2016… 
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CAGLIERO IMMERSION 

In 2017, the Cagliero Project 
Immersion will travel to Cambodia 
once again. The Immersion group 
will visit some of the many 
Salesian programs and schools for 
young people. Don Bosco 
Technical School in Phnom Penh 
will be a major place where our 
time is spent, sharing in the lives of 
the community, the students and 
the local teachers and their 
families.  

Participants will be able to 
appreciate the beauty and peace 
of the Cambodian culture, history 
and landscape, while also coming 
into close contact with some of the 
harsh realities of everyday life for 
Khmer young people.  

We look forward to receiving your 
applications and cannot wait to 
continue planning this amazing 
trip!  

 

VOLUNTEERS RETURNING:  

As this year comes to a close, we keep Katie, Madi and the Bowden 
family in our thoughts and prayers as they get ready to leave Don 
Bosco Technical Centre in Alafua and Don Bosco Technical School, 
Phnom Penh (respectively) and return home to Australia in January 
after an incredible 12 months of service. We also get ready to 
welcome home Meg, who is preparing to leave her placements in 
Sihanoukville and Kep after an amazing 6 months with the Salesians 
in those settings.  

We congratulate all those who will graduate from Don Bosco 
Technical Centre in Alafua today – what an achievement!  

Although the volunteer departures are approaching, the school year 
continues to power on in Cambodia.  With Christmas coming up, and 
all the celebrations, puppet shows and concerts that come with it, the 
pace of life is hardly slowing down for our amazing volunteers and 
their school communities.  

We are already so proud of Katie, Madi, Renee, Kane, Jedd, Ethan, 
Yasmin and Meg and the impact they have had in Samoa and 
Cambodia. We look forward to seeing you soon and continuing to 
journey with you as you enter the next phase of living out your strong 
connection to Samoa and Cambodia and the young people from 
there.  

Please keep us updated with what is going on with you – we love to hear and share your news! 
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There is always so much to be thankful for at 

Christmas time in the Cagliero Office. 2016 has 

been a wonderful filled with much joy.   

May your Christmas be safe, happy and holy as 

you celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

Many blessings for wonderful 2017. 

Thank you as always for your ongoing support. 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.scottpartners.com.au/files/images/content/merry-christmas4.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.scottpartners.com.au/client_tools/newsletters/news_archives/christmas_2013&h=1043&w=1600&tbnid=pt-G5BjHMvkLBM:&zoom=1&docid=9V5TXOFgENBWsM&ei=Vs9WVPDuIKKxmgWtpoLoDA&tbm=isch&ved=0CGUQMygpMCk&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1058&page=5&start=37&ndsp=11
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